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United Stationers Enhances Visual Planner 
Program Helps Dealers Present More Furniture Designs and Increase Sales 

DEERFIELD, Ill. – (June 14, 2010)  – United Stationers Furniture Division (USFD) today announced it has expanded the number of pre-designed furniture items in its Visual Planner furniture sales productivity, layout and proposal tool. United’s Visual Planner is an easy-to-use Web-based sales productivity tool that gives independent dealers the ability to plan workspaces and help them sell more furniture. 

With the new enhancements to Visual Planner, dealers now have access to more than 4,000 items in the product library—items available from United’s Mid-Market Furniture Catalog—as well as the ability to add more popular selling items from other featured manufacturers. Having these preconfigured layouts for furniture, workstations and executive offices, dealers can more easily present multiple alternative designs to customers and increase sales. 

“The new, enhanced version of Visual Planner provides dealers with virtually unlimited proposal opportunities.  Plus, they have additional flexibility with item numbers, descriptions, selected finishes and more,” said Jim Fahey, president, United Stationers Furniture Division. “Visual Planner helps dealers sell more furniture, because when customers can visualize their furniture solutions in a 2-D or 3-D environment, they are more likely to commit to the purchase.”

United’s Visual Planner is easy to use. Salespeople simply drag and drop furniture items from the enhanced online library to a layout form. As they add or remove products, the total price is updated in real time. Once they finalize the layout, Visual Planner generates an order, quote or proposal, including a complete dealer-branded bill of materials. 

USFD will be featuring Visual Planner’s new functionality at its booth (seventh floor, market suite 7062) at the NeoCon World’s Trade Fair being held June 14 to June 16 at the Merchandise Mart in Chicago. 


United plans to continue to add more furniture items to Visual Planner throughout the year, and by the end of 2010 anticipates thousands more special order items will be available in the tool.

more
About United Stationers
United Stationers Furniture Division supports furniture dealers with top furniture brands, thousands of in-stock items plus special order capabilities, nationwide distribution, customized marketing tools, and dedicated furniture account managers.

United Stationers Inc. is a leading wholesale distributor of business products, with 2009 net sales of approximately $4.7 billion. The company stocks approximately 100,000 items, including technology products, traditional office products, janitorial and breakroom supplies, office furniture, and industrial products.  A network of 64 distribution centers allows it to deliver these products to over 25,000 reseller customers.  This network, combined with United’s depth and breadth of inventory, enables the company 

to ship most products overnight to more than 90% of the population of the U.S. and major cities in Mexico.  For more information, visit www.unitedstationers.com.
United Stationers’ common stock trades on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol USTR. 
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